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Work on the measures in the adopted Air Quality Action Plan continue with the focus 
on projects funded by the DEFRA Air Quality Grant programme, in particular with the 
Low Cost Sensor Project and the Solid Fuel Burning Project. 
 
The low cost sensor project, funded by a DEFRA AQ Grant from the 2018/19 round, 
involves trialling innovative low cost sensors which measure air quality and traffic 
movements in real time.  Recent progress has included a two week trial of some 
traffic monitoring equipment from an alternative supplier in October, to use in 
comparison to our units and help test them more robustly.  We are also continuing to 
expand the study area for our original units and have made arrangements and 
secured permissions to get these installed onto nine lighting columns across both 
Eastleigh and Bursledon.  The roll out is due in November and this monitoring will 
focus on the AQMAs in these areas in the following months.   
 
The solid fuel burning project is a joint project with Southampton, Winchester and the 
New Forest funded by DEFRA in the 2019/20 round.  It is a communication and 
engagement campaign which will be delivered by a contractor, we issued a tender 
for this work and received three bids which were evaluated in conjunction with the 
other Local Authorities before it was awarded to The Environment Centre in 
August.  There was a project initiation meeting in September and various other 
communication between the authorities and contractor to prepare for the official 
campaign launch which will be in November.  Also, in October we entered a bid for 
DEFRA funding in the 2020/21 round, with the same partners, to build on this project 
both by continuing the communication and campaign side over a longer timescale 
and by expanding the scope to include some targeted monitoring which is hoped to 
evaluate the project impact and provide some local, relatable evidence in support of 
the messages. 
 


